555 BaAsT WASHINGTON AVENUE, SUITE 5100
Las Vigas, Nevana 89101
Orpicr: (702) 486-2500
Bax No.: (702) 486-2505

May 26, 2017

The Honorable Jason Frierson
Speaker of the Nevada State Assembly
The Nevada Legislature

401 South Carson Street

Carson City, NV 89701

RE: Assembly Bill 136 of the 79" Legislative Session

Dear Speaker Frierson:

| am herewith forwarding to you, for filing within the constitutional time limit and without my
approval, Assembly Bill 136 (“AB 136”), which is entitled:

AN ACT relating to criminal procedure; revising provisions governing
factors to be considered by the court in deciding whether to release
a person without bail; prohibiting a court from relying on a bail
schedule in setting the amount of bail after a personal appearance
by a defendant; and providing other matters properly related thereto.

AB136, while commendable in some respects, would incorporate a new and unproven method
for determining whether a criminal defendant should be released from custody without posting
bail. No conclusive evidence has been presented showing that the risk assessment methods
proposed by AB136 are effective in determining when it may or may not be appropriate to release
a criminal defendant without requiring bail. Decisions made by judges during the bail phase of a
criminal prosecution are of the utmost importance. It is not clear that the provisions of AB136 will
enhance the ability of Nevada’s judges to make these determinations in a manner that balances
the interests of justice and public safety.
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For these reasons | veto AB136 and return it without my signature or approval.

Sinc ‘egards, /

RIAN SANDOVAL
Governor
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Claire J. Clift, Secretary of the Senate (without enclosure)

Susan Furlong, Chief Clerk of the Assembly (without enclosure)

Brenda Erdoes, Esq., Legislative Counsel (without enclosure)

cC.



